Muskingum Soil & Water
Conservation District
“Your Soil and Water Conservation Specialists”
225 Underwood Street, Suite 100, Zanesville OH 43701

Newsletter Issue 1

muskingumswcd.org

Phone (740)454-2027 FAX (740)454-1451
NRCS (740)454-2767

Spring 2020, Published Quarterly

401 Informational Session
Ensure your project stays on track,
take time to attend this free training session.
If you’re planning a project that will result in the discharge of dredge or fill material into a lake, stream,
and/or wetland you may need a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Ohio EPA.
Join Rachel Taulbee (Ohio EPA, Southeast District Office) to learn more about the requirements to obtain a permit for your upcoming project.

April 6, 2020
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
John McIntire Library, Meeting Room B
220 North Fifth Street
Zanesville, Ohio 43701
Please RSVP at (740)454-2027 by April 3, 2020

Youth Conservation Club… June 1- July 1(Monday & Wednesday)

More information to come… Please check website in April.

2020 Fish Sale
April 17, 2020

Redear Shellcracker

Pick-up Hours:1:00– 2:30 p.m.

Bluegill

in the MSWCD parking lot (Elberon Street Side)
Please bring with you when you pick up your fish:
1. Container: (5-gallon bucket or 10-20 gallon trash can)
2. Plastic liner in container
3. Liner half full of pond water.
The container must be lined in order to keep the oxygen in the water.

Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District
2020 Fish Sale Order Form
Order Deadline: April 3, 2020
Fish Species

Qty.

Cost
Each

Total

Name ____________________________________
Address__________________________________

Black Crappie

90¢

$

City_______________________

Bluegill

85¢

$

Phone #___________________________________

Channel Catfish

80¢

$

Cell # ____________________________________

Fathead Minnows

$7/100

$

Hybrid Bluegill

85¢

$

Largemouth Bass

95¢

$

Japanese Koi

$12.00

$

Redear
Shellcracker

90¢

$

White Amur

$13.00

$

Yellow Perch

90¢

$

Pond Conditioner

$90.00

$

Grand Total $ _________________

Zip___________

E-mail _____________________________________
Make checks out to:
Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District
225 Underwood Street, Suite 100
Zanesville, Ohio 43701
Payment must be made at the time of ordering the fish. To
order, clip the order form and mail it along with payment
to MSWCD office. Additional order forms available at
www.muskingumswcd.org.

Black Crappie

2-4”

Growth rate on crappies will average 2 to
3 inches in length per year on a life span of
about 8 years. Crappie feed on small fish
and insects much like the bluegill and are
able to eat a little larger fish.

Bluegill

85¢
Each

80¢
Each

$7/
100

100 Largemouth Bass
200 Bluegill
These add variety to the menu:
100 Channel Catfish
100 Redear Shellcracker
100 Hybrid Bluegill
1000 Flathead Minnows
10 White Amur

Each

2-3”

Native to Ohio, largemouth bass prefer
ponds, lakes and slow, sluggish streams.
Adult bass eat crayfish, frogs, large insects and other fish. Average size weighs
from 1 to 2 pounds.

Redear are not native to Ohio, but have
been stocked in state waters for many
years. They prefer a diet of snails and can
reach 9 to 11 inches in length.

White Amur

95¢
Each

Also known as grass carp, they eat weeds
and plants and grow very rapidly. White
Amur often attain 4 feet in length and
weigh 70-90 pounds as adults. Amur used
for weed control are sterile, triploid fish
that eat up to three times their own body
weight.

Yellow Perch

85¢
Each

90¢
Each

8-10”

$13
Each

2-3”

Native to Ohio, Perch are found in lakes,
ponds and slow moving rivers. Yellow
perch normally range from 6 to 12 inches
in length and weigh from 1/4 to 1 pound.

Stocking recommendations for a
new one acre pond
These two make your balance:

$12

Redear Shellcracker 2-4”

2-4”

A cross of a male bluegill and female
green sunfish, giving it the length of bluegill and thickness and aggressiveness of
sunfish. If the food is there, they reach the
size of 10 to

Japanese Koi love to eat duckweed so
if you reduce the amount of food you
give them it will encourage them to
eat the duckweed.

Largemouth Bass

1-2”

Minnows are a feeder fish that tolerate a
wide range of water conditions, making
them suitable for farm ponds. Recommended in new ponds to help boost growth of
game fish until bluegill begin to spawn.

Hybrid Bluegill

Each

4-5”

Found in most large streams, lakes and
many farm ponds, this Ohio native can tolerate a wide range of conditions, but prefers areas of deep water, and a low to moderate current. The average size catfish is
12 to 14 inches in length.

Fathead Minnows

90¢

2-4”

They are found throughout the state in
nearly every stream and body of water.
Bluegill reach 7 to 10 inches, but if they
become overcrowded, will remain less
then 5 inches in length. Best fish for forage because of their high reproduction
numbers.

Channel Catfish

Japanese Koi

90¢
Each

Nature’s Pond Conditioner
Nature’s Pond Conditioner by Koenders is
a two in one bottle product. You can prevent the black muck from causing high fertility rates and growing vegetation, and
prevent fish kills while keeping your pond
healthy. More information at http://
fendersfishhatchery.com/

$90

Note: If the pond you are stocking is smaller
than one acre, multiply the surface area of
the pond by the rate in the chart to the left.
For Example: 0.65 Acre Pond
0.65 X 1000 (Minnows) = 650 Minnows
*Suggested rate for one acre pond with moderate pond weed problem. New ponds should
not be stocked unless pond weeds exist
(moderate = 50% infestation).

2020 Berry Plant Sale
In an on-going effort to promote the establishment of pollinator habitat, the Muskingum Soil and
Water Conservation District (MSWCD) is again offering various berry plants for sale. Proceeds from the
sale benefit the college internship scholarship program.
The plants for sale have been selected for their attraction to pollinators, so please be advised that
bees will be attracted to these same plants. All of the plants are deer resistant, meaning that they are
not the first plants the deer will clean off your property. The berries are all hardy, easy to grow canes
that come from a nursery in Michigan, so they will be winter-hardy to our area. Berries bloom very early, offering pollinators food sources before many other plants bloom.
Orders are being taken for a limited number of plants on a first come-first serve basis. Orders will be taken until April 24 or until the plants are sold out. Order forms are available at the office, in
this newsletter, or on-line at www.muskingumswcd.org. Payment must be submitted with the order. Orders may be placed at the MSWCD office or mailed to 225 Underwood Street, Suite 100, Zanesville, Ohio
43701. Orders cannot be taken over the phone.
Projected delivery to our office is mid-May. We will notify you by postcard or email when the
plants can be picked up. You must pick up your plants on the specified date because we do not have a
place to keep the plants. The plants are small (2-4” pots). There are no refunds or exchanges and we
reserve the right to make substitutions. All sales are final. Berries are sold in bundles of three of one
type of plant.
Blackberries, Chester ($12.00 for 3 plants) A trailing, thornless Blackberry. The fruit is medium in size
and quality is firm. Do not plant near black raspberries.
Red Raspberry, Caroline ($12.00 for 3 plants)
Gooseberries, Jeanne ($12.00 for 3 Plants) Medium, maroon fruit that is excellent in pies and jams.
Fruits late July.
Blueberries, Sweetheart ($18.00 for 3 plants)
This plant will grow 5-6 feet tall. Fruit is medium to med.-large and bears very early in the season. Bears
fruit in two to three years.
Blueberries, Draper ($18.00
for 3 plants)
This plant will grow 5 feet tall.
Fruit ripen mid-late in season.
Fruit size is medium size. Bears
fruit in two to three years.

Name:
Address:
City:
State:

Zip:

Phones:
Elderberry- $18 for 3 plants
Email:
(one Bob Gordon, one Ranch,
and one Adams) Research shows
Order deadline is April 24, 2020.
cross-pollination is required, so
x $12.00 =
having more than one cultivator Blackberries, Chester (3 plants)
x $12.00 =
will result in better pollination.
Red Raspberry, Caroline (3 plants)






Bob Gordon These plants
are productive with a sweeter
and larger berry than other
varieties. They appear to
have some resistance to the
Japanese beetle.

Gooseberries, Jeanne (3 plants)

x $12.00 =

Blueberries, Sweetheart (3 plants)

x $18.00 =

Blueberries, Draper (3 plants)
Elderberry, Bob Gordon, Ranch, Adams
(3 plants, one of each variety)

x $18.00 =

Ranch- These plants are
shorter and easily harvested.
They grow in most soil types.
Adams- The Adams elderberry is
very large and ripens late in season.

Make checks payable to:
Muskingum SWCD
225 Underwood Street, Suite 100
Zanesville, Ohio 43701

x $18.00 =

Grand Total: $

OHIO NRCS ANNOUNCES NEW EQIP APPLICATION DEADLINE
Application Deadline is March 20, 2020

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announced Friday,
March 20, 2020, as the deadline to submit applications for Ohio’s Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).
EQIP is a voluntary conservation program which helps producers make conservation work for them. Together, NRCS and producers invest in solutions that conserve natural resources for the future while also
improving agricultural operations.
Through EQIP, NRCS provides agricultural producers with financial resources and one-on-one help to plan
and implement improvements, or what NRCS calls conservation practices. Using these practices can lead
to cleaner water and air, healthier soil and better wildlife habitat, all while improving agricultural operations. Through EQIP, you can voluntarily implement conservation practices, and NRCS co-invests in these
practices with you.
Financial assistance is now available in a variety of agricultural categories such as cropland, forestry, pasture operations, and organic. Several special projects are also available which address water quality, forestry management, improving pollinator populations and wildlife habitat, pasture improvements and
many more. All available agricultural categories are listed on the Ohio NRCS website under “EQIP Application Deadlines.”
To participate in USDA conservation programs, applicants should be farmers or farm or forest landowners
and must meet eligibility criteria. Applications signed and submitted to NRCS by the March 20 deadline
will be evaluated for fiscal year 2020 funding.
To learn more about EQIP or other technical and financial assistance available through NRCS conservation
programs, visit Get Started with NRCS or visit your local NRCS Office at the Rural Services Building, 225
Underwood St., Suite 100, Zanesville, OH 43701.

Come Join Us on a Pasture Walk on April 18th!
A Pasture Walk will be held on Saturday, April 18th, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm on Annie and Jay
Warmke’s farm in Philo, Ohio. The Warmke’s farm, known as “Blue Rock Station”, serves as a
working demonstration and educational farm to promote sustainable living and sustainable agriculture.
We will visit with Annie and tour the farm to learn how she worked with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and its Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) to improve
her small Dairy Goat livestock operation. Through the EQIP Program, Annie developed a grazing management plan, built fence to create additional pastures, implemented a pasture rotation
system, improved the quality of forage in her pastures, built a Heavy Use Area Protection pad at
the barn, and installed a livestock watering system throughout the pastures. She will also discuss
how she tracks livestock health, measures pasture quality, and manages her grazing rotations.
If you are interested in developing a pasture rotation system, want to learn more about how you
can change the parasite load on your land, or learn more about EQIP, then this Pasture Walk is
for you! The Pasture Walk will be held rain or shine. Come dressed for the weather, muddy conditions and hilly terrain. Please do not bring any pets.
Please RSVP by April 16th to the NRCS/Muskingum SWCD office at 740-454-2027 if you plan to attend the Pasture Walk. Blue Rock Station is located at 1190 Virginia Ridge Rd., Philo, OH 43771.

Meet Doreen Maurer, New Face at Muskingum SWCD
I have lived in Zanesville all of my life. I have been married for 38 years and
counting to a wonderful man, Mike, and we have two children. Our children
are grown and have families of their own. They have blessed us with eight
grandchildren, 7 girls and 1 boy. Most of my free time is spent with my eight
grandchildren going to all of their activities. I am also involved with my church
women’s ministry and teaching Sunday School. I love to read, sew and crochet.
I graduated from Zane State College (Muskingum Area Techical College) in
1988 with an associate degree in business. I retired in 2018 from the Opportunies for Ohioans with Disababilities after 30 years of service as an accountant
examiner. I am so excited to start my new adventure with the Soil and Water Conservation District as a
part-time Administrative Assistant and learn more about what this agency does to improve the community
I know and love.

Seeing Spots of Spotted Knapweed in Your Fields? STOP it!
Have you noticed spots or patches of Spotted knapweed creeping into your pastures or
permanent hayfields? If so, then keep reading because this article will be of interest to
you! If you DON’T have Spotted Knapweed yet, then consider yourself lucky and keep
reading for prevention education!
Spotted knapweed is one of the most aggressive herbaceous perennial weeds attacking the roadsides, permanent hayfields and pastures in Ohio. One Spotted knapweed plant can live for up
to ten years and drop 1000 seeds annually. Each plant also secretes chemicals in the soil to keep other
plants from growing near it. Eventually, Spotted knapweed just takes over entire fields and crowds out
the other desirable forage plants.
If you discover that you have just a few plants, then you can hand pull them and burn them. If you have
more than that in your pastures and hayfields, then you might want to contact the SWCD/NRCS office to
ask about the special funding available through the RCPP- Spotted knapweed Treatment for Ohio Producers (STOP) Program for Muskingum, Morgan, Guernsey and Noble Counties. Following the recommendations of the Ohio State University Extension, the STOP program provides
funding for 3 back-to-back years of broadleaf Chemical Treatment. The 1st
year is a whole-field Chemical Treatment, the 2nd year is a 10% Chemical
Spot Treatment, and the 3rd year is a whole-field Chemical Treatment.
The very best control program for Spotted knapweed is to be familiar with
what it looks like, be on the lookout for it, and treat it promptly when you
find it.

During most of the year, Spotted knapweed just kind of blends in with other
pasture and hayland vegetation. The basal leaves at the bottom of the plant
are long and narrow, and they form a rosette shape on the ground surface.
The plant’s stem is wiry looking and resembles the stem of the blueflowered Chicory plants found along the roadside. Spotted Knapweed usually starts blooming in July. It has a flatter-shaped flower head that is a purplish-pink in color with a radiating white center. The flowers also have a
pineapple-like bulb at their base. The plants tend to retain these bulbs even
in the winter.
March 20, 2020 is the sign-up deadline for applying for funding to treat Spotted knapweed through the
2020 STOP program. Please call the SWCD office at 740-454-2027 or the NRCS office at 740-454-2767
Extn. 3 for more information or to find out how to apply for the special funding.

Blue Rock, Meigs, Rich Hill, and Salt Creek Townships

Saturday, June 27,2020

$20.00 per person Registration Fee includes light breakfast and lunch.

2020 Registration for ATV Conservation Tour
Name
Address
City

St

Zip

Phone
Cell Phone
Updated information will be emailed only. (Please Print)
Email:
Number of ATV (s):
Make and Model of each ATV:
If you would like to travel in the same group as a friend, please indicate whom
you would like to group with.
Number of ATV’s that will travel 25 mph and over.
Number of ATV’s that will travel between 15 mph to 25 mph.

Reservations Only. Space is limited.
Registration Deadline:
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2020
Number of
Participants

(Grand Total)

X

$20.00 =

No Refunds

I have included a signed ATV Conservation Tour Waiver for each participant.
Waiver is located on our web site - www.muskingumswcd.org or in our district office.

No waiver, no riding!

Reservations only. Space is limited.

We Would Like to Thank Our Sponsors

We sell it ALL

Follow us at
twitter.com/
Muskingum_SWCD

Like us on
facebook.com/
MuskingumSWCD

Phone # 740-607-4750
pinterest.com/
muskingumswcd/

The SWCD and NRCS prohibit discrimination in any program activity or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, retaliation, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, or genetic information. Persons
with disabilities who require alternative means of communication (Braille, large print, etc,) or who need special accommodations for
meetings should contact the SWCD office at (740)454-2027.

For a number of years now, the MSWCD has sponsored a Big Tree Contest in Muskingum County.
The purpose of the contest, in addition to locating, measuring and documenting our county’s big trees, is
to provide an opportunity to remind us of the importance of trees and their role in our quality of life.
Trees nominated for this contest may be on your own property, or on other privately owned or public
land in Muskingum County. Trees are scored using a format utilized by the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources-Division of Forestry in determining Ohio’s big trees, many of which remain National Big Tree
Champions. The tree’s height, average crown spread, and Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) are factored
in this measurement, earning specific points or values.
When you nominate a tree, we ask that you approximate these dimensions. SWCD staff will measure each nominated tree for points.
Also, it is very important to be specific as to the location of the nominated tree. It is equally important that the nominator or owner be
available for the measurement by the staff during the field visit.
An award will be presented to the owner of the largest tree in
Muskingum County, regardless of species. A custom made plaque
and recognition in the District Newsletter will be awarded to the owners of the “Big Tree 2020”.
Last year, a White Oak owned by Carl and Linda Vernon scored
323.5 points. This points total was calculated by adding the circumference in inches (210 inches or 5.57
feet in diameter), the height (90 feet) and the crown spread average times .25 (94 ft x .25).
Each tree entered is in the contest for two years. Previous big tree winners can enter again, but a different tree must be submitted for consideration. If you would like to submit a tree for consideration, complete the form below and return by May 1, 2020.

Draw a brief sketch of the property showing
the approximate location of the tree in the
space provided below, or stop into the office and show us on an aerial map.

Owner's Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Daytime Phone:
Nominator's Name:
Daytime Phone:
Species:
Circumference at 4 1/2‘ (in inches):
Approx. Vertical Height (in feet):
Average Diameter/Spread of Crown (in feet):
Exact Location of Tree:
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Complete and return by May 1, 2020 to:
Muskingum SWCD “Big Tree” Contest
225 Underwood Street, Suite 100
Zanesville, OH 43701
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Save the Date

Printed on Recycled Paper

Ag Breakfast

March 3

Fish Sale Pick-up

April 17

Live at Noon

March 10

Pasture Walk

April 18

MSWCD Board Meeting

March 10

April 26

Garden Soil: Get to
Know Where You Grow!

March 18

Restoration Park Garden
Kickoff
Live at Noon

April 28

Live at Noon

March 24

Live at Noon

March 30

Fish Order Deadline

April 3

401 Informational Session

April 6

Ag Breakfast

April 7

Live at Noon

April 14

MSWCD Board Meeting

April 14

Plant Seed Give Away

May 2

Ag Breakfast

May 5

Brighton Garden Kickoff

May 5

Live at Noon

May 12

MSWCD Board Meeting

May 12

Live at Noon

May 26

Gardening with Herbs

May 27

Southeast Muskingum County
Saturday, June 27,2020
More info inside!

