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Interested applicants must use this link to apply by May 5, 2023: https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/
viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=116863 

To learn more about these two positions, visit our website at https://www.muskingumswcd.org/About-Us/Join-Our-
Team/.  

The Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District is addressing food insecurity by teaching people how to grow 
food, while at the same time supplying fresh, locally grown produce to our county’s food banks/pantries and to those 
who participate at the gardens. The theme of Urban Greens is “Growing with Purpose”, and we believe that providing 
ways to grow healthy food is part of our purpose.   
 
Our urban agriculture program, Urban Greens, currently manages five community gardens, each 
with a slightly different focus and purpose. We are set to expand by adding two new gardens in 
2023. To assist with the Urban Greens program, we are fortunate to be able to offer one Ameri-
Corps VISTA Member position and one Summer Associate position through ShareCorps. 
 

 

WELCOME TO THE MSWCD TEAM BETSY! 

Betsy Rosser  
Urban Agriculture/
Education Specialist 

The Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (OFSWCD) held 
their Annual Partnership Meeting February 21-22, 2023 at the Columbus 
Downtown Renaissance. This event is a gathering of Soil and Water  Districts 
across the state. This year was a special year for Muskingum Soil and Water. 
Our local Teacher of the Year, Jessica Stonecypher, was chosen for the 2023 
OFSWCD Teacher of the Year.  

 

2023 OHIO TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

JESSICA STONECYPHER  

 
Jessica Stonecypher with 
her father, Todd Sands. 

I was born in Zanesville and have lived in my current home in the city for twenty years! I 
taught English for ten years before taking some time off to stay at home with my two chil-
dren. During that time, I volunteered for various causes throughout Zanesville and served 
on the Zanesville Farmers Market Board for three years. I have always been happiest in 
nature and have a strong desire to serve my community. I enjoy reading, gardening, hiking, 
mountain biking, snow skiing, and kayaking in my free time. I am thrilled to have accepted 
the Urban Agriculture/Education Specialist position here at Muskingum Soil and Water 
Conservation District where I get to help fight food insecurity in Muskingum County and 
teach people how to grow and prepare healthy foods (another passion of mine)! I am equal-
ly thrilled to be back in the classroom, educating students about conservation and exposing 
them to possible careers in the industry! At Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, I have found an opportunity to employ my passions while helping others. 
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The SWCD and NRCS prohibit discrimination in any program activity or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, retaliation, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, or genetic information. Persons with disabilities who require alterna-
tive means of communication (Braille, large print, etc,) or who need special accommodations for meetings should contact the SWCD office at (740) 
454-2027. 

Muskingum Soil and Water 
ConservaƟon District MuskingumSWCD Muskingum_SWCD  MSWCD muskingumswcd 

We sell it ALL 
Phone # 740-607-4750 

 

We Would Like to Thank Our Sponsors 
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Upcoming	Events	2023 

Urban Greens continues to expand in the 2023 season! Our sites include Restoration Park, Brighton Grows, 
Zanesville Community High School, Maple-Harding Community Garden, Marshall Greens, and High Hill 
Presbyterian Church. We have partnered with the South Zanesville Food Pantry to grow food to the specific 
wants and needs of those who utilize this pantry. We are also excited to begin plans for a Youth Garden!        
Educational programming throughout the spring and summer includes how to prepare the produce available 
and how to start personal gardens. We are currently looking for volunteers to assist with our many gardens this 
spring and summer! If you are interested, please create an account on voly.org where we will be posting oppor-
tunities to get involved! 

Urban Greens is Growing! 

March 29 

5:30—6:30 

Meet and Greet Event  at James D. Singer Activity Center—for residents in Coopermill Manor 
and around the Brighton Grows Community Garden to share their ideas for the site with Ur-
ban Greens Representatives. Central State University “Beginning Farmer Training Series” 
information will be available. 

April 4 

6:00 PM 

Let’s Get Started with the Spring Growing Series at James D. Singer Activity Center. Topics 
will include Crop Planning, and Record Keeping. A Central State University Program.  

April 6 

10:00 AM—12:00 PM  

Meet and Greet Event  at James D. Singer Activity Center—for residents in Coopermill Manor 
and around the Brighton Grows Community Garden to share their ideas for the site with Ur-
ban Greens Representatives. Central State University “Beginning Farmer Training Series” 
information will be available. 

April 18 

6:00 PM 

Central State University Spring Growing Series at James D. Singer Activity Center. Topics 
will include Site and Bed Preparation. 

May 9 

6:00 PM  

Central State University Spring Growing Series at James D. Singer Activity Center. Topics 
will include Irrigation Design and Installation. 

May 16 

6:00 PM  

Central State University Spring Growing Series at James D. Singer Activity Center. Topics 
will include Transplanting and Trellising. 

May 23 

6:00 PM  

Central State University Spring Growing Series at James D. Singer Activity Center. Topics 
will include Introduction to Beekeeping. 

NOW 

Restoration Park Registration is open NOW for anyone interested in having a raised bed. 
Everyone interested in having a bed must fill out the registration form that is available on our 
website or in the office. A new registration for 2023 must be filled out by those who have   
reserved beds in the past.  

April 11 

6:00 PM 

Central State University Spring Growing Series at James D. Singer Activity Center. Topics 
will include Seed Starting, Seedling Care and Pest Management. 

All Events Are Free! 



4 

Muskingum SWCD Shop 
Hanging Bird Feeder 
with Two Stainless 
Steel Suet Holders 

Wood Duck Nest 
Box 

Three Chamber 
Bat Box 

Pink Orange 

Thistle Bird 
Feeder 

Sunflower 
Bird Feeder 

$45.69 

Wren Nest Box 
(Mounting) 

$22.38 

$27.97 $79.25 

Bluebird Nest Box 

$26.11 

Wren Nest Box 
(Hanging) 

$22.38 

$52.21 

Slanted Bluebird 
Nest Box 

with Vents 

$39.16 

With suet $46.62 
Without suet $40.09 

Marking Flags—$13.99 

 

Marking Paint  

$6.53  

Yellow 

Blue 
White 

Orange 

Available 
Colors 

$27.97 

Plat Book—2022 

Also Available Full-County Landowner Wall Maps - $46.62  

Upside Down 
Suet Feeder 
(Hanging) 

 

$22.38 
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Muskingum SWCD Shop Order Form 
Name   

Address   

City  State 

Zip Phone 

Email 

I would like to order the following: 

#5 Bird Feeder w/suet $46.62 QTY   =     

#5 Bird Feeder w/o Suet $40.09 QTY  =  

Thistle Feeder $45.69 QTY   =     
Sunflower Feeder $27.97 QTY   =     

Bluebird Nest Box $26.11 QTY   =     
Slanted Blue Bird Box $39.16 QTY   =     
Wren Nest Box $22.38 QTY   =     
Hanging Wren Nest Box $22.38 QTY   =     
Wood Duck Box $79.25 QTY   =     
3 Chamber Bat Box $52.21 QTY   =     
Marking Paint-Blue $6.53 QTY   =     
Marking Paint-White $6.53  QTY   =     
Marking Paint-Orange $6.53 QTY   =     
Marking Paint-Yellow $6.53 QTY   =     

Marking Flags-Orange $13.99 QTY   =     

Marking Flags-Pink $13.99  QTY   =     

Plat Book $27.97 QTY   =     

Plat Book with Shipping $32.97 QTY   =     

    Sub Total  =     

  7.25% Tax =  

  Total  =  

Make Check Payable To: 

Muskingum SWCD 

225 Underwood Street, Suite 100  

Zanesville, OH 43701 

Phone: (740) 454-2027 
 

You will be notified by phone or email when your order can be picked up. 

Order must be picked up at the District Office. 

Items can also be purchased online at www.muskingumswcd.org with credit card. There is a 4% service fee.  

Upside Down Suet Feeder  $22.38 QTY  =  
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2023 Fish Sale 
Tuesday, May 9, 2023 

Pick-up Hours: 12:00 pm—1:00 pm 

Please bring with you when you pick up your fish: 

1. Container: (5-gallon bucket or 10-20 gallon trash can) 

2. Plastic liner in container (no lids, bag to be closed with twist tie or twine) 

3. Liner half full of pond water. 
The container must be lined in order to keep the oxygen in the water. 

(General rule of thumb: one container per 100 small  fish, one container per 1,000 minnows, one container 
per 4—5 amurs and koi.) 

 Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District 

2023 Fish Sale Order Form 
Order Deadline: Thursday, April 27, 2023 

Fish Species Qty. 
Cost 
Each 

Total 

Largemouth Bass  $1.21 $ 

Bluegill  $1.12 $ 

Channel Catfish  $ 1.07 $ 

Hybrid Bluegill  $1.12 $ 

Red Ear Shellcracker  $1.12 $ 

Fathead Minnows  
$8.39/ 

100 
$ 

Japanese Koi  $12.12 $ 

White Amur  $14.92 $ 

Pond Conditioner 1 
Gal  $88.58 $ 

Pond Management 
Book  $18.65 $ 

Yellow Perch   $1.21 $ 

Grand Total $ _________________ 

7.25% Tax $ _________________ 

Order Total $ _________________ 

Name _________________________________ 

Address_________________________________ City__________________________ Zip__________ 

 

E-mail  ______________________________________ 

Phone #_____________________________     

Cell # ______________________________ 

Make checks payable to: 

Muskingum Soil and Water  

Conservation District 

225 Underwood St., Ste. 100  

Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

 

Payment must be made at the time of  fish order. 
To order, clip the  order form in this flyer and 
mail it along with payment to MSWCD office.  
Additional order forms available on our web-
site at  www.muskingumswcd.org. 

 

Fish can also be ordered online at our 
website and purchased with credit card. 
There is a 4.0% service charge for credit 
card  purchases.  

 

Please do not call  fender’s fish hatchery  



7 

Bluegill   2-4” 

They are found throughout the state in 
nearly every stream and body of water. 
Bluegill reach 7 to 10 inches, but if they 
become overcrowded, will remain less 
then 5 inches in length. Best fish for     
forage because of their high reproduc-
tion numbers. 

$1.12   
Each 

 

Channel Catfish    4-5” 

Found in most large streams, lakes and 
many farm ponds, this Ohio native can     
tolerate a wide range of conditions, but 
prefers areas of deep water, and a low to 
moderate current. The average size         
catfish is 12 to 14 inches in length. 

$1.07   
Each 

Fathead Minnows      1-2” 

Minnows are a feeder fish that tolerate a 
wide range of water conditions, making 
them suitable for farm ponds. Recom-
mended in new ponds to help boost 
growth of game fish until bluegill begin 
to spawn. 

$8.39/
100 

Hybrid Bluegill      2-4” 

A cross of a male bluegill and female 
green sunfish, giving it the length of blue-
gill and thickness and aggressiveness of 
sunfish. If the food is there, they reach 
the size of 10 to 

 

$1.12 

each 

Pond management Book  

This book is for the small pond or big lake 
owner to use as a guide to stock and 
properly manage  their ponds and/or 
lakes.  

$18.65 

Each 

Japanese Koi   6 - 8” 

Japanese Koi love to eat duckweed so 
if you reduce the amount of food you 
give them it will encourage them to 
eat the duckweed. 

$12.12 

Each 

Largemouth Bass       2-3” 

Native to Ohio, largemouth bass prefer 
ponds, lakes and slow, sluggish streams. 
Adult bass eat crayfish, frogs, large         
insects and other fish. Average size weighs 
from 1 to 2 pounds. 

$1.21   
Each 

Redear Shellcracker  2-4” 

Redear are not native to Ohio, but have 
been stocked in state waters for many 
years. They prefer a diet of snails and can 
reach 9 to 11 inches in length. 

$1.12   

 Each 

White Amur            8-10” 

Also known as grass carp, they eat weeds 
and plants and grow very rapidly. White 
Amur often attain  4 feet in length and 
weigh 70-90 pounds as adults. Amur used 
for weed control are sterile, triploid fish 
that eat up to three times their own body 
weight. 

$14.92 

 Each  

Nature’s Pond Conditioner 

Nature’s Pond Conditioner by Koenders is a 
two in one bottle product. You can prevent 
the black muck from causing high fertility 
rates and growing vegetation, and prevent 
fish kills while keeping your pond healthy. 
More information at http://
fendersfishhatchery.com/ 

$88.58 

GAL 

 

Perch      2”-3”  

Native to Ohio, Perch are found in lakes, 
ponds and slow moving rivers. Yellow 
perch normally range from 6 to 12 inches 
in length and weigh from 1/4 to 1 pound. 

$1.21 

Each 

These two make your balance: 

           100 Largemouth Bass                           
 200 Bluegill 

These add variety to the menu: 

100 Channel Catfish                                

100 Redear Shellcracker                                   
100 Hybrid Bluegill                                                   
1000 Flathead Minnows                                         

 *10 White Amur 

Stocking recommendations for a 
new one acre pond 

Note: If the pond you are stocking is smaller 
than one acre, multiply the surface area of the 
pond by the rate in the chart to the left. 

 For Example: 0.65 Acre Pond            
 0.65 X 1000 (Minnows) = 650 Minnows 

*Suggested rate for one acre pond with moder-
ate pond weed problem. New ponds should not 
be stocked unless pond weeds exist (moderate 
= 50% infestation). 
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For a number of years now, the MSWCD has sponsored a Big Tree Contest in Muskingum County. The 
purpose of the contest, in addition to locating, measuring and documenting our county’s big trees, is to pro-
vide an opportunity to remind us of the importance of trees and their role in our quality of life.                    
 Trees nominated for this contest may be on your own property, or on other privately owned or public 
land in Muskingum County. Trees are scored using a format utilized by the Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources-Division of Forestry in determining Ohio’s big trees, many of which remain National Big Tree Cham-
pions. The tree’s height, average crown spread, and Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) are factored in this 
measurement, earning specific points or values.                                                                                                
 When you nominate a tree, we ask that you approximate these 
dimensions. SWCD staff will measure each nominated tree for points. 
Also, it is very important to be specific as to the location of the nominat-
ed tree. It is equally important that the nominator or owner be available 
for the measurement by the staff during the field visit.                                                                                
 An award will be presented to the owner of the largest tree in 
Muskingum County, regardless of species. A custom made plaque and 
recognition in the District Newsletter will be awarded to the owners of the 
“Big Tree 2023”.              

 Last year, a White Oak owned by Stovertown Lutheran Church, 
scored 270 points. This points total was calculated by adding the circum-
ference in inches (160 inches or 4.24 feet in diameter), the height (85 feet) and the crown spread average 
times .25 (100 ft x .25).                                                                                           

Each tree entered is in the contest for two years. Previous big tree winners can enter again, but a differ-
ent tree must be submitted for consideration. If you would like to submit a tree for consideration, complete 
the form below and return by May 26, 2023. 

 

Advertisers Complete and return by May 26, 2023 to: 

Muskingum SWCD “Big Tree” Contest 

225 Underwood Street, Suite 100 

Zanesville, OH 43701 

Draw a brief sketch of the property showing 
the approximate location of the tree in the 

space provided below, or stop into the office 
and show us on an aerial map. 

Owner's Name:  

Address:  

City, State, Zip:  

Daytime Phone:   

Nominator's Name:  

Daytime Phone:  

Species:  

Circumference at 4 1/2‘ (in inches):  

Approx. Vertical Height (in feet):  

Average Diameter/Spread of Crown (in feet):  

Exact Location of Tree:   
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2023 Berry Plant Sale                                                                                             
In an on-going effort to promote the establishment of pollinator habitat, the Muskingum Soil and Water 
Conservation District (MSWCD) is again offering various berry plants for sale. Proceeds from the sale 
benefit the college internship scholarship program. 

The plants for sale have been selected for their attraction to pollinators, so please be advised that bees 
will  be attracted to these same plants. All of the plants are deer resistant, meaning that they are not the 
first plants the deer will clean off your property. The berries are all hardy, easy to grow canes that come 
from nurseries in Michigan and Massachusetts, so they will be winter-hardy to our area. Berries bloom 
very early, offering pollinators food sources before many other plants bloom. 

Orders are being taken for a limited number of plants on a first come-first serve basis. Orders will 
be taken until April 28 or until the plants are sold out. Order forms are available at the office, in this 
newsletter, or on-line at www.muskingumswcd.org. Payment must be submitted with the order. Orders 
may be placed at the MSWCD office or mailed to 225 Underwood Street, Suite 100, Zanesville, Ohio 
43701.Order can also be placed  on-line. There is a 4% service fee for credit card orders.  

Projected delivery to our office is mid-May. We will notify you by postcard or email when the plants can 
be picked up. You must pick up your plants on the specified date because we do not have a place to 
keep the plants. The plants are small (2-4” pots).  There are no refunds or exchanges and we reserve the 
right to make substitutions.  All sales are final.  Berries are sold in bundles of three of one type of plant. 

Blackberries, Chester ($20.51 for 3 plants) A trailing, thornless Blackberry. The fruit is medium in size 
and quality is firm. Do not plant near black raspberries.       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Red Raspberries, Caroline ($13.99 for 3 plants) 
 

                                                                                                                                                                 

Blueberries, Sweetheart ($16.78 for 3 plants)  This plant will grow 5-6 feet tall. Fruit is medium to med.-
large and bears very early in the season. Bears fruit in two to three years.  
                                                                                                                                                                       

Blueberries, Draper ($16.78 for 3 plants) 

This plant will grow 5 feet tall. 
Fruit ripen mid-late in season. 
Fruit size is medium size. Bears 
fruit in two to three years.  
 

Elderberries - $12.12 for 3 
plants (one Bob Gordon, one 
Ranch, and one Adams)         
Research shows cross-pollination 
is required, so having more than 
one cultivator will result in     
better pollination.  

· Bob Gordon   These plants 
are productive with a sweet-
er and larger berry than    
other varieties. They appear 
to have some resistance to 
the Japanese beetle. 

· Ranch- These plants are 
shorter and easily harvested. 
They grow in most soil types. 

· Adams- The Adams elder-
berry is very large and                                                      

      ripens late in the season.  

Name:      

Address:      

City:      

State:    Zip:  

Phones:      

Email:       

Order deadline is April 28, 2023 or until plants are sold-out. 

Blackberries, Chester  (3 plants)  x $20.51 =  

Red Raspberry, Caroline  (3 plants)  x $13.99 =  

Blueberries, Sweetheart  (3 plants)  x $16.78 =  

Blueberries, Draper (3 plants)  x $16.78 =  

Elderberry, Bob Gordon, Ranch, Adams 
(3 plants, one of each variety) 

  

x 

 

$12.12 

 

= 

 

 7.25% Sales Tax 

 

$ 

 

 Grand Total  

 

$ 

 

Make checks payable to:                                            

Muskingum SWCD    
225 Underwood Street, Suite 100     
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
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Dee Wiseman is the NRCS Soil Conservation Technician for Morgan and Muskingum 
Counties in the Zanesville Service Center. Dee is a lifelong farmer who grew up on her 
family farm in Cumberland, OH. She also actively farms with her husband, Russ, and 
her son, Austin, on their own farms in Morgan County.  
 
She began her career in 1991 as a District Technician with the Morgan Soil and Water 
Conservation District. She continued in that position until the beginning of 2009 when 
she started working for the NRCS as a Soil Conservation Technician in Morgan and 
Muskingum Counties. 
 
As a District Technician and a Soil Conservation Technician, Dee has over three       
decades of experience working with producers to assist them in designing and installing 
a wide variety of engineering practices for grazing, livestock and cropland operations.  
The work she does is very complex. It includes working with producers from the initial 
farm visit to assisting them with the implementation of various conservation program 
contracts. She designs everything from simple water systems to complex paddock       
systems for grazing operations to manure storage/handling systems for large livestock 

operations. In addition to Dee’s broad engineering knowledge and experience, she is also a Certified Conservation   
Planner and a Certified Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planner.   
 
 

2023 HUGH HAMMOND BENNETT REGIONAL CONSERVATION PLANNER 
AWARD WINNER IN THE NORTH CENTRAL REGION  

DEE WISEMAN 

Dee Wiseman  with  John 
Wilson,  Ohio NRCS  State 
Conservationist 

 

Do you have an interest in the conservation, environmental or agriculture industries? 

This program is designed to help high school students learn how they want to advance their                     
conservation/environmental interests into a career. Students will be given the opportunity to build their skills 
in professionalism in the workplace. Upon completion, students will be awarded a scholarship. 

Interested students must:  
à Be starting sophomore or junior year of high school.  
à Able to provide their own transportation to our office.  
à Submit an application (available on our website), resume, cover letter, and at least two letters of  

recommendation (from non-relatives).  

For more information, please contact Betsy Rosser at 740-454-2027.   
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Our annual plant sale will be held in late spring/early summer. All plants are native and will encourage the 
health and population for our pollinators.  Stay tuned for more information and sale dates. Follow us on all 
social media platforms and be sure to subscribe to our website, www.muskingumswcd.org. 

Want to help protect your pollinators? 



 

Bɬɞɯɡ ɬɣ Sɲɭɢɯɳɦɰɬɯɰ:   
Lɞɫɠɢ Dɢɞɩ, Mɢɪɟɢɯ 
Dɬɲɤ MɠCɬɫɫɢɩɩ, Cɥɞɦɯɭɢɯɰɬɫ                                                 
Mɞɯɨ Wɢɦɰɢɯ, Tɯɢɞɰɲɯɢɯ/Fɦɰɠɞɩ Aɤɢɫɱ                                                
Bɢɠɨɶ Vɞɫɰɦɠɨɩɢ, Vɦɠɢ Cɥɞɦɯɭɢɯɰɬɫ  
Mɞɯɨ Sɱɢɯɩɦɫɤ, Sɢɠɯɢɱɞɯɶ  

Dɦɰɱɯɦɠɱ Pɢɯɰɬɫɫɢɩ:                                              
Rɬɟɢɯɱ Bɬɢɥɩɢ                                                                                  
Lɦɰɞ Cɯɬɠɨ                                                                              
Mɢɩɦɰɰɞ Dɢɳɬɯɢ                                                                      
Dɬɯɢɢɫ Mɞɲɯɢɯ 
Bɢɱɰɶ Rɬɰɰɢɯ 
Vɞɫ Sɩɞɠɨ 

NRCS Pɢɯɰɬɫɫɢɩ:                                                             
Lɬɯɦ Rɶɞɫ-Gɯɦɣɣɦɫ  
Dɢɢ Wɦɰɢɪɞɫ 
Jɬɢ Lɢɥɪɞɫ  
                   

Mඝඛඓඑඖඏඝඕ S඗එඔ ඉඖඌ Wඉගඍක C඗ඖඛඍකඞඉගඑ඗ඖ Dඑඛගකඑඋග 
225 Uඖඌඍකඟ඗඗ඌ Sගකඍඍග, Sඝඑගඍ 100 
Zඉඖඍඛඞඑඔඔඍ, OH 43701 
 
Return Service Requested 

Ag Breakfast April 4 

MSWCD Board Meeting April 11 

Live at Noon  April 11 

WHIZ AM 1240 Radio April 18 

Farming After Dark April 19 

Live at Noon April 25 

Ag Breakfast May 2 

MSWCD Board Meeting  May 9 

Live at Noon  May 9 

Fish Sale Pick Up  May 9 

WHIZ AM 1240 Radio May 16 

Farming After Dark May 17 

Conservation Craft Night  May 23 

Office Closed, Memorial Day May 29 

Live at Noon May 29  

Ag Breakfast June 6 

MSWCD Board Meeting  June 13 

Live at Noon  June 13 

Office Closed, Juneteenth June 19 

WHIZ AM 1240 Radio June 20 

Farming After Dark  June 21 

Live at Noon June 27 

Conservation Craft Night July 26  

Live at Noon  May 23 
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Berry sale is back! Find order information on page 9. 


