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The Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District (MSWCD) is proud to introduce its first-ever Youth Board
members: Abby Crum (West Muskingum Schools), Reagan Burke (East Muskingum Schools), Nolan Hittle, and
Darien Vance (Zanesville City Schools). These students are pioneers in a newly established program, where they
will play an essential role in making impactful decisions about conservation and community protection.

The mission of the MSWCD Youth Board is to “enhance our understanding of conservation and agricultural
practices while fostering self-awareness and expanding our horizons. Through service, education, and community
engagement, we aim to raise awareness about the hidden gems of Muskingum County’s natural resources,
empowering future generations to protect and preserve them for a more sustainable community.”

So far this year, Youth Board members have gained invaluable experiences, including a tour of Freedom Fish
Farms to explore careers in aquaculture, as well as visits to the Water Treatment Plant and Wastewater Treatment
Plant in Zanesville, where they participated in hands-on demonstrations in both chemical and biological labs. They
also wrote and submitted a grant application aimed at the protection and support of Lepidoptera (butterflies and
moths), a crucial step toward preserving local pollinator populations. Upcoming activities include fungal collection
and research with naturalist Michael Durst at Dillon State Park, a visit to Havens Farm, and a nature hike at Wilson
Mound in Glenford, OH.

Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District Welcomes First Youth Board Members

Freedom Fish Farm/Zanesville Community H.S. Visits 

Youth Board Story Continued on Page 2



If you are interested in attracting hummingbirds and
songbirds to your garden, you can plant certain native
plants to attract them to your yard. Different colors
and flower shapes are just two of the things that
make certain flowers more appealing to the
hummingbirds and songbirds. 

Some of the native plants we hope to have this year
in our sale will be beneficial to the birds for nectar and
seeds. These plants include Red Columbine, Blue
Wild Indigo, Purple Coneflower, Dense Blazing Star,
Wild Bergamot, Stiff Goldenrod, Foxglove
Beardtongue, and Prairie Phlox. 

These plants can provide food in the wintertime, and
the seed heads should not be cutback or removed
until after winter. The perennial stalks can also serve
as nesting material for spring birds and nesting sites
for native bees. 

More information on planting for Hummingbirds and
Songbirds can be found at The Ohio State University,
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental
Sciences. 

Hummers and Singers!
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Beyond these educational experiences, the Youth Board members are also developing community
service projects to raise awareness about environmental conservation and highlight the individual actions
that can help protect our natural world. One such project will be an event aimed at educating other
students about conservation topics and sharing the knowledge they’ve gained throughout their time in the
program.

If you are a high school student in Muskingum County and interested in joining the MSWCD Youth
Board, please contact Betsy Rosser at urbanag@muskingumswcd.org.

Additionally, the Youth Board is planning volunteer opportunities such as planting pollinators at the new
Nature Center at Dillon State Park and group work at Dawes Arboretum.

Water and Waste Water Treatment Plant in Zanesville
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The Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District is addressing food insecurity by teaching people how
to grow food, while at the same time supplying fresh, locally grown produce to our county’s food
banks/pantries and to those who participate at our community gardens. Urban Greens strives to “Grow with
Purpose”, and we believe that providing ways to grow healthy food is part of our purpose. 
 
Urban Greens, our urban agriculture program, currently manages several community gardens, each with a
slightly different focus and purpose. In 2024, those sites produced over 13,000 pounds of produce that went
to local food pantries, veterans, seniors, and a summer lunch program. To assist with the Urban Greens
program, we are fortunate to be able to offer one AmeriCorps VISTA Member position through ShareCorps.
 
The AmeriCorps VISTA Member will develop or enhance and expand current activities, services, and
approaches to improve food insecurity through our Urban Greens program. The VISTA will work full-time
(35-40 hours per week) for one year, beginning in mid to late 2025. Minimum qualifications for AmeriCorps:
18 years or older within two weeks of the service start date, high school diploma or GED, US citizen or
lawful permanent resident. The AmeriCorps VISTA Member works through the federal government program
and will receive a biweekly living allowance of $957.46, a $200 monthly housing stipend if applicable, health
coverage, professional development and training opportunities, and an End of Service Award of either a
cash stipend of $1800 or an Education Award of $7,395. Paid holidays, 10 paid sick days, and 10 paid
personal days are included.
 
Interested applicants must use this link to apply by July 18, 2025
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=116863
 
The VISTA Member will support the Urban Greens program by searching and applying for grants, seeking
sponsorships, recruiting volunteers, working on the establishment of a non-profit organization to support the
program, and continuing several systems established in 2024/25. The VISTA employee's work will fully
support the Urban Greens program and the Urban Agriculture Resource Specialist.
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Meet Dylan McNabb, your new Forestry and  Wildlife Specialist. You may
recognize Dylan from past newsletters. He has been working with MSWCD
since 2022 in many capacities such as summer volunteer intern, forestry
intern, and garden coordinator. 

 We welcome Dylan to the team! 

MSWCD Hiring Full-Time AmeriCorps VISTA Member
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The SWCD and NRCS prohibit discrimination in any program activity or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, retaliation, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, or genetic information. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication (Braille, large print, etc,) or who
need special accommodations for meetings should contact the SWCD office at (740) 454-2027.
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Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District 
225 Underwood Street, Suite 100
Zanesville, OH 43701

Return Service Requested

Board of Supervisors:

Lance Deal, Secretary
Doug McConnell, Chairperson
Mark Sterling, V. Chairperson
Mark Weiser, Treasurer/Fiscal Agent

District Personnel:

Lisa Crock
Melissa Devore
Doreen Maurer
Dylan McNabb
Van Slack 
Betsy Rosser
LaTrell Davis, 
AmeriCorps VISTA Member

NRCS Personnel:

Mathew Hursey
Jencel Rodriguez-Cruz
Dee Wiseman 

Board Meeting 04/08

Mid-Day News

WHIZ Radio

Farming After Dark 

Grazing Event 

Mid-Day News

Berry Sale End Date 

Board Meeting 

Grazing Event 

WHIZ Radio 

04/08

04/15

04/16 

04/24

04/22

05/01

05/13

05/22

05/20

05/21Farming After Dark 

Mid-Day News 05/13

Memorial Day, Office Closed 05/26

Board Meeting 06/10

Mid-Day News 06/10

WHIZ Radio 06/17

Farming After Dark 06/18

Juneteenth Office Closed 06/19

Mid-Day News 06/24

Grazing Event 06/26

Mid-Day News 06/30S
av

e 
th

e 
D

at
e Fish Sale and Berry Sale Start date 04/01

Fish Sale End Date 04/25

Fish Sale Pick Up Date 05/06

Independence Day, Office
Closed

07/04

Earth Camp Registration
Deadline 06/20


