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2020 Muskingum SWCD Green Team 

Summer Youth Online                                

Weekly  Activities  

With camp canceled for the year, Muskingum SWCD 

would like to keep the youth involved with continual 

conservation education. Each week we will post   

videos, activities, and crafts that can be done at 

home (inside and/or outside). There will be a             

weekly conservation or agricultural theme. An 

online registration form can be found at               

muskingumswcd.org. Children not previously par-

ticipating in camp are welcome to join in! The age 

range for activities is 7-14.   

2020 ATV Conservation Tour- Postponed 

Muskingum SWCD has decided to postpone the 2020 ATV Conservation Tour until 2021 because of the 

Covid-19 issue. We hope to see everyone next year! Next year’s ATV Conservation Tour will be held in 

the Southwest corner of the county. If you have already paid for registration, you will receive your re-

fund in early June.  

Notice 
The Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District office is now open, but it may not always be fully 

staffed during regular business hours.  Due to the pandemic, employees may be working from the office, 

in the field, or from home. We encourage you to make an appointment by calling 740-454-2027.  Staff can 

still be reached by leaving a voice mail message or by email (email addresses can be found on our web-

site at www.muskingumswcd.org.) We respectfully suggest you wear a mask when entering our office, 

for the  protection of all - clients and staff.  Thank You! 



The SWCD and NRCS prohibit discrimination in any program activity or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 

religion, age, disability, retaliation, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, or genetic information.  Persons 

with disabilities who require alternative means of communication (Braille, large print, etc,) or who need special accommodations for 

meetings should contact the SWCD office at (740)454-2027. 

We Would Like to Thank Our Sponsors 

Follow us at                      

twitter.com/

Muskingum_SWCD 

Like us on                          

facebook.com/

MuskingumSWCD 

pinterest.com/

muskingumswcd/ 

We sell it ALL 
Phone # 740-607-4750 



Spotted Knapweed – Another Foreign Invader 

 It seems like almost every day we hear about another exotic invader: autumn olive, ailanthus, 

gypsy moth, emerald ash borer, Asian longhorned beetle, oriental bittersweet and the list goes on and 

on. Unfortunately, we have another newcomer on the list that could have larger implications, especially 

for farmers than most of the other species listed. Spotted Knapweed, we believe, was introduced into 

south eastern Ohio through seed mixes or hay from western states, where Spotted Knapweed is found.  

 Spotted Knapweed is a small biannual or short-lived perennial plant that can take over hay fields 

and pastures. Once this weed gets established it can spread very rapidly, producing a thousand seeds 

every year as well as producing a chemical that limits the growth of surrounding vegetation. This plant 

blooms a pretty purple flower in July, August and September that can resemble clover. While this bloom 

looks pretty, it is only used by bees and is not eaten by livestock, which removes ones of the potential 

management options.  

 Spotted knapweed typically does not cause an issue in crop fields due to the chemicals used to 

control weeds in these fields. These chemicals do a pretty good job of controlling knapweed as well. In 

pastures and hay fields the chemicals that must be used to control Spotted Knapweed also kill off a lot of 

our desirable broadleaf plants, like clover, which can impact management decisions.  

 Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District has partnered with Conservation Districts from 

Guernsey, Noble, and Morgan Counties along with United States Department of Agriculture Natural Re-

source Conservative Service to create a program to help area landowners to control knapweed. The 

Spotted Knapweed Treatment for Ohio Producers, STOP, program is a competitive program to assist 

producers who have spotted knapweed in pasture or hayfields. For more information contact the Musk-

ingum SWCD at (740)454-2027. 

Muskingum SWCD 2020 Volunteer Summer Interns 

My name is Ben Phillips and I am an intern for the Muskingum County Soil and Water 

District this summer. I graduated from Bishop Rosecrans high school in 2019 and I 

currently attend Ohio State University. My major is environmental science with a 

specialization in water science. This summer I am looking forward to testing water 

sites all over Muskingum County and working in the community gardens.  

My name is Allie Murphy. I will be a senior at Marietta College in the 

fall and study Environmental Science with a minor in Leadership Stud-

ies. I graduated from Zanesville High School and am very excited to 

be an intern for the Muskingum County Soil and Water Conservation 

District. I hope to gain a variety of experiences with environmental 

methods and research while building a stronger connection to my 

local community! 

 

My name is Weston Starling and I currently study at Zane State College and am 

working for a degree in wildlife conservation. My main end goal is to land a job as 

a forester or a position some line of ranger work. I hope to gain experience and 

what it’s like to work in the field of natural resources from this internship at Musk-

ingum SWCD. 



2020 Muskingum SWCD Pollinator Plant Sale 

I believe 2020 will go down in history as the “lost” year.  So many events have been canceled or post-

poned.  Don’t give up hope, there are still opportunities around.  It seems that the Butterflies and bees 

have not been affected by the Covid-19 virus yet.  They are still out doing their business, probably 

without masks, and some I’ve seen didn’t get the memo on social distancing. 

In some way, shape, or form everyone has been impacted by the current pandemic.  If you are looking 

to do something beneficial, that could have long term effects on the environment, your environment, 

then we have something for you.  The Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District is holding a pol-

linator plant sale.  The sale is a collection of native wildflower plants that are highly or very highly ben-

eficial for the Monarch Butterfly, other pollina-

tors and beneficial insects. 

We are fortunate to have a crop of native wild-

flower plants this year.  We are able to offer a 

readymade wildflower butterfly / pollinator 

garden that consists of 10-12 different species 

that will provide food, cover and color from 

June through October for butterflies and bees. 

The wildflower butterfly / pollinator garden 

contains 48 plants and can be placed in a mini-

mum space of 6’ x 8’ area or can be spread out 

further.  These plants are all perennials and 

once established will provide years of enjoy-

ment and positive impact on the environment. 

 

We also are offering a mix specifically geared toward the Monarch Butterfly.  This mix consists of Com-

mon Milkweed, Butterfly Weed, and Swamp Milkweed, 48 plants in all.  Monarch Butterfly numbers are 

in decline and there has been some discussion of adding them to the endangered species list.   Mon-

archs are very specific in their habitat needs.  In order to raise their young they have to have milkweed 

plants to lay their eggs on.  The caterpillars that hatch only eat the leaves of milkweed to maturity.  A 

single Monarch female can 

lay between 300-700 eggs 

over a 3-5 week period.  Sel-

dom does a single female lay 

more than 1-2 eggs on a sin-

gle plant.  It has been estimat-

ed, that with considering mor-

tality of young, that it may 

take 20-40 plants to raise a 

surviving larvae to the 5th instar stage, which is right before they go into the chrysalis stage. 

These plants mixes are available for $40 per flat of 48 plants.  4 packs of Common Milkweed, Butterfly 

Milkweed, and Purple Coneflower will be available for $5 per 4 pack.  Please call the office 740-454-

2027 for availability and arrange for pickup.  Also check out our Facebook page and website 

www.muskingumswcd.org for updated information.  Proceeds from the pollinator plant sale provides 

scholarships for our interns and program costs. 

Pollinator/Beneficial Package 

Monarch Mix 

http://www.muskingumswcd.org


We need your help identifying those in our community who are practicing resource conservation in 

some way!  Each year the MSWCD likes to recognize those in our county who are contributing to the 

betterment of the environment.  Examples include a farmer you purchase produce from at the Farmers’ 

Market; a business that has installed energy-saving lighting through-out its site; a neighbor who has es-

tablished a garden of native plants for pollinators; a group that has started a community garden; or a 

teacher who is passionate about the environment and passes that on to his/her students.  Please consid-

er nominating a deserving individual, group, or business for one of the award categories listed below.  

A simple nomination form is on the reverse side; please complete as much of it as possible and be sure 

to give us a brief explanation as to why you are submitting this nominee.  Submit the form to the 

MSWCD by August 3, 2020.  Forms can be mailed to MSWCD, 225 Underwood Street, Ste. 100, Za-

nesville, Ohio 43701 or scanned/emailed to doreen.maurer@muskingumswcd.org. 

1. Resource Conservation Award, Agricultural Division—Nominee must actively be engaged in farming 
(own, operate, or both).  They must be actively working with the MSWCD.  The farm must be located in 

Muskingum County.  They must have demonstrated conservation practices within the last five years.  The 

winner will receive a “Cooperator for the Year” sign, monogramed shirts or engraved tumblers, etc. (to 

be determined annually by the staff), and two complimentary banquet tickets.  The winner will then be 

nominated for the Ohio Conservation Family Farm Award the following year.   

2. Resource Conservation Award, Non-Agricultural—The site/project or business must be located within 
Muskingum County and demonstrate resource conservation.  It must have a pleasing appearance,  

demonstrate community benefits and have an educational value.   The winner will receive a plaque and 

two complimentary banquet tickets.   

3. Backyard Conservationist—The nominee will need to fill out a form about their backyard  and provide 
pictures for the awards committee to review.  Awards are based on the benefit of the small-scale practices 

installed, not just on appearance.  The winner will receive a $25 gift certificate to a local garden center 

(Timber Run, McDonald’s, etc.), a framed certificate and two complimentary banquet tickets.   

4. Conservation Educator of the Year—Let us know about the nominee, the nominee’s knowledge of con-
servation concepts, how the nominee promotes conservation beyond the job requirements, the use of cre-

ativity in teaching conservation, and/or  how the nominee’s students have applied their knowledge.  The 

winner will receive a plaque to be displayed at the school, a bag of educational materials, and two com-

plimentary banquet tickets.   

5. Special Educational Outreach Award—The nominee is in some way helping to educate the general 
public about conservation and/or agriculture or, as a business, is following good conservation measures 

(for example, by installing solar panels).  Nominees are individuals, organizations, groups or businesses 

that don’t fit into one of the categories above (1-4).  The winners receive a plaque and two complimentary 

banquet tickets.  

6. Friends of Conservation Award—This award was created to recognize those businesses, organizations, 
groups and/or individuals that contribute to the fulfillment of the MSWCD mission in some way.  That 

could include hosting an event for free, donating funds or supplies for projects, or volunteering for a pro-

ject.  The winners receive a plaque and two complimentary banquet tickets. 

 

All winners are recognized on our social media sites, website and Newsletter as well.  

Muskingum Soil and Water 

Conservation District

Muskingum Soil and Water 

Conservation District

225 Underwood Street, Suite 100, Zanesville, Ohio  43701 

Phone:  (740) 454-2027         Fax (740) 454-1451 

2020 AWARD NOMINATION FORM  

mailto:doreen.maurer@muskingumswcd.org


The SWCD and NRCS prohibit discrimination in any program activity or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 

identity and expression),  religion, age, disability, political eliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, parental status and protected genetic infor-

mation, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from public assistance.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of com-

munication (Braille, large print, etc,) or who need special accommodations for meetings should contact the SWCD office at (740)454-2027. 

Muskingum Soil and Water 

Conservation District

Muskingum Soil and Water 

Conservation District

2020 AWARD NOMINATION FORM  

NOMINEE INFORMATION 

Name:  _________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

                ________________________________ 

Phone:    _______________________________ 

NOMINATOR INFORMATION  

Name:     __________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

                 __________________________________ 

Phone:    __________________________________ 

Website: __________________________________ 

Email:      _________________________________ 

 

 

AWARD CATAGORIES 

 Resource Conservation Award, Agricultural Division 

 Resource Conservation Award, Non-Agricultural 

 Backyard Conservationist 

 Conservation Educator of the Year 

 Special Educational Outreach Award 

 Friends of Conservation Award 

Please Explain your nomination below: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional forms can be found at www.muskingumswcd.org 



2020 Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District                                          

Cover Crop Program 

You cannot open a current farm magazine without seeing an arti-

cle about cover crops.  If you are curious about cover crops and 

have never tried planting them, this program may be for you.  

We are offering $12 per acre toward the planting of cover crops 

on soybean or corn silage acreage.  The maximum number of 

acres is 200 acres.  This is a competitive program and is scored 

on a per field basis.  This program is made possible by funding 

from the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District and is 

geared toward reducing erosion, nutrient runoff and improving 

water quality. 

From a conservation standpoint we would like to see every acre of crop ground covered with crop residue 

and / or a living plant.  The fields targeted for this program are corn fields that have been harvested for 

corn silage or fields that are classified Highly Erodible Land (HEL).  Those field situations are where cover 

crops can make the biggest impact on the reduction of soil erosion and nutrient runoff, ultimately protect-

ing water quality.  

If you are interested in this program you will need to provide a map with farm, tract and field numbers, 

soil tests, previous and current crop on fields that you would like to apply for.  Fields that are approved 

will have to follow cover crop seed application rates and seeding dates based on NRCS specifications.  

The deadline to sign up for the cover crop program is June 26, 2020.  For more information or to discuss 

the potential for planting cover crops contact our office at 740-454-2027. 

Have you ever looked at your numbers? 

By: Van Slack 

I was having a discussion with a producer, this spring as they were planning for planting season about 

crop production costs per acre for corn, soybeans and wheat.  Crop prices weren’t looking good and we 

were talking about breakeven prices and if a profit had even a prayer under the current conditions. 

One of the best sources I’ve found for budgeting information is at the Ohio State University.  The website I 

reference is https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-mgt-tools/farm-budgets .  They have budgets listed by year 

for corn, soybeans, wheat and other enterprises.  These budgets are a great guide to help you look at all 

the costs, not just the cash or out of pocket items.  There is also a custom rates survey that the university 

does and that is available at https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management-tools/custom-rates-and-

machinery-costs that can help you price your equipment costs. 

I recently put together an Excel 

spreadsheet in which producers can 

input in their costs, yields and ex-

pected price and see what combina-

tions of price and yield, based on 

their costs, might be profitable.  If you 

would like a copy to play with contact 

the office and we can email you a 

copy of the spreadsheet.  Based on 

OSU’s updated information I put those 

costs into the spreadsheet I created 

and that information is on the next 

page.   

 

  Continued on next page  

 Ohio Muskingum County 

Year 
Corn 

Soy-

beans Wheat Corn  

Soy-

beans Wheat 

2015 153 50 67 159 52.2 57.1 

2016 159 54.5 80 149 58 55.1 

2017 177 49.5 74 177.2 54.9 N/A 

2018 187 56 75 178.6 52.1 54.3 

2019 164 49 56 179.4 59.5 51 

Historic bushel per acre data for Ohio and Muskingum County 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-mgt-tools/farm-budgets
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management-tools/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management-tools/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs


And wheat is 

predicted to 

cost $452.00 per 

acre to produce 

with a predicted 

cash price of 

$5.10. 

Soybean 

costs were 

predicted to 

be $517.00 

per acre with 

a cash price 

of $8.30.   

The Ohio State 

University just 

recently up-

dated their 

budgets for 

the 2020 crop 

year.  The up-

dated esti-

mates for corn 

production 

cost per acre 

of $759.00 and 

an estimated 

$3.20 per 

bushel cash 

price. 



2020 Big Tree Contest 

 

 A Red Oak wins this year’s prize for the biggest tree in Muskingum County.  The tree was 

measured by Muskingum SWCD staff this spring.  The tree, owned by Rix Mills Presbyterian 

Church, scored 312.375 points.  This points total was calculated by adding the circumference in 

inches (198 inches or 5.22 feet in diameter), the height (92 feet) and the crown spread average 

times .25 (89.5 ft x .25).  Congratulations, Rix Mills Presbyterian Church. 

 This year we actually had three entries 

for the big tree contest. Unfortunately, due to 

the weather conditions and the location of the 

tree,  we were unable to get to the third tree 

and measure it.  

 Everyone out there knows of a tree that 

they have thought for years “That may be the 

largest tree I’ve ever seen in Muskingum 

County”.  Let’s round up as many big trees as 

possible. All of the non-winners this year will 

be entered into the contest next year, so 

that’s a mark to beat.  Let’s find the biggest 

tree in Muskingum County.  

 If you are interested in submitting a 

tree for next year’s contest you may want to 

log on to the state’s website to see how your 

tree might measure up.  This site can be 

found at:  http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/

forestry/bigtrees/nativechamps/tabid/4810/

Default.aspx 

 You may be surprised to find that you 

have the next Ohio big tree sitting right in 

your back yard!  For more information on big trees you can contact Robert Boehle at (740) 454-

2027. 

2020 Big Tree Contest 

Name Species Height 
Crown    

Average 
Circumference Points  Rank 

Rix Mills              

Presbyterian 
Red Oak 92 89.5 198 312.4 1st 

Gene and Polly 

Michael 
White Oak 72 85.25 177.6 270.9 2nd 
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Ag Breakfast  June 2 

Live at Noon June 9 

MSWCD Board Meeting June 9 

Live at Noon June 23 

Live at Noon June 29 

MSWCD Office Closed July 3 

Movie Night at                        
Restoration Park 

July 10 

Live at Noon July 14 

MSWCD Board Meeting July 14 

Live at Noon July 28 

Ag Breakfast August 4 

Live at Noon August 11 

MSWCD Board Meeting August 11 

Movie Night at                              
Restoration Park 

August 14 

Live at Noon August 25 

Live at Noon August 31 

Muskingum SWCD “Live at Noon” appearances have been and may continue to be pre-empted 

by the live local Covid-19 weekly updates. However, staff members have begun virtual inter-

views with WHIZ that will be aired on other dates for the “Live at Noon” segments. 


