Muskingum Soil & Water
Conservation District

“Your Soil and Water Conservation Specialist”

225 Underwood Street, Suite 100, Zanesville OH 43701 Phone (740) 454-2027
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%“Annual Celebration of Conservation

Meeting and Banquet

$ B 4

The 80th Annual Celebration of Conservation Meeting and Banquet was held on November 7, 2024,
at Lindsley’s Banquet Barn in Dresden, Ohio. Van Slack acted as the Master of Ceremonies,
warmly welcoming the guests and introducing distinguished attendees, including local officials and
conservation representatives. The evening featured a buffet dinner catered by Doug Lindsley,
complemented by an invocation led by Dorothy Montgomery. A total of 90 individuals were in
attendance.

Christie Suchora from the USDA delivered a presentation on drought programs, followed by guest
speaker Greg Burns from Nature's Image Farm, who provided valuable life lessons learned from
beekeeping. Awards were presented across various categories.

| Scholarship recipients were recognized, along with the families in attendance who

: f“ represent Ohio Historic Family Farms. Election results were shared, confirming the re-
election of Mark Weiser and Mark Sterling for three-year terms beginning in 2025. Thank
you, Rod McDaniel, for your candidacy for supervisor. We value your commitment to
preserving our natural resources.

. Supervisorszand Staff
From Left to Right .

Front Row: Van Slack and

LaTrell Davis, AmeriCorps VISTA Member
Middle Row: Betsy Rosser, Lisa Crock,
Melissa Devore, Abriana Newsom, and Doreen
Maurer

Back Row: *Mark Sterling, *Mark Weiser,
Robert Boehle, *Lance Deal and *Doug
McConnell

Not Pictured *Larry Daniels

*Indicates Supervisors




THE RESOURCE CONSERVATION “w;r\!l\!i‘n

S WINNER (&
AWARDS

Muskingum Soil &
Conservation Dist

RCA Ag Award: John and Cindi Quinn. Pictured with
Supervisor Doug McConnell

cial Educational Out
Pictured

treach A

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AWARD RECIPENTS NOT PICTURED

Friends of Conservation Award: Team Home Depot

Ag Award: Dr. Henry Anton Peller
Jay and Lori Wince

R —

Ohio Department of Agriculture
Ohio Historical Family Farms Recognized

Left to Right

Lisa Crock - Myers Family Farm - Established 1871

Keith and Joyce Dilley - Dilley Family Farm - Established 1865

Dorothy Montgomery - Culbertson/Montgomery Family Farm - Established 1857
John, Cindi, and Kevin Quinn - Wilson Family Farm - Established 1910




2025 MUSKINGUM SWCD TREE ORDER FORM

Name:
Address:
City: State ‘ ZIP

Daytime Phone #: Cell Phone #:

E-mail {(update you when the orders come in):

Supply is limited. Deadline to order is Friday, February 21, 2025. Projected pick-up date is mid-April

If you are tax exempt, please figure your total without the sales tax included and submit a Tax Exemption form with the
order, regardless of the method of payment. The tax exempt form is available at the office or on our website at

www.muskingumswed.org./Events/

SPECIES = PLus Tax TOTAL #oF PACKETS ToTAL CosT
PRrRICE PRICE

THESE ARE SOLD IN 25 TREES PER PACK
BLACK CHERRY $28.90 $2.10 $31.00
BLACK WALNUT $28.90 $2.10 $31.00
COMMON PERSIMMON $28.90 $2.10 $31.00
RED OAK $24.24 $1.76 $26.00
SUGAR MAPLE $25.17 $1.83 $27.00
WHITE OAK $24.24 $1.76 $26.00
EASTERN WHITE PINE $26.11 $1.89 $28.00

THESE ARE SOLD IN 10 TREES PER PACK
BUTTONBUSH $13.92 $1.01 $15.00
HAZELNUT $14.92 $1.08 $16.00
HORNBEAM $20.51 $1.49 $22.00
NANNYBERRY $18.65 $1.35 $20.00
NORTHERN BAYBERRY $6.53 $.47 $7.00
TuLIP POPLAR $15.85 $1:15 $17.00
THESE ARE SOLD IN 5 TREE PER PACK
PAW PAW | $2051 | $1.49 | $2200 |
TREE PACKETS—FOR FURTHER INFORMATION SEE BACK OF PAGE
POLLINATOR PACKET ‘ $3450 $2.50 $37.00
WILDLIFE PACKET $3077 $2.23 $33.00

Mail order form & payment to ToraL BuLk AMounT Due $
Muskingum SWCD

225 Underwood Street, Suite 100
Zanesville OH 43701 ToTraL AMOUNT DUE $

For more information contact the office at (740) 454-2021, or visit our website at muskingumswed.org.

PackeT Cost $

All sales are final, no refunds or exchanges. We reserve the right to make substitutions. No shipping. Please check your tree
order well, upon receipt, and notify the office within 48 hours of any issues such as receiving the wrong trees, receiving the
wrong amount of trees, trees are not healthy, etc. To order by credit card, please stop by the office or order on-line. Credit
card orders will not be accepted through the mail or by phone. An additional 4% service fee will be charged to credit card

orders.
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Tree Shelters - Are They Worth The Cost?

The Muskingum SWCD has been selling tree shelters for many years. To provide a good comparison of sheltered versus
non-sheltered trees, we asked several past tree shelter customers why they continue to use shelters year after year.

One farmer that we visited has been planting trees since he purchased the property in 2015. As time has gone on he has increased
the percentage of sheltered trees. He sees multiple benefits from using the shelters, including what is likely the most important-
protection from the deer. Small twigs are high in nutrients throughout the year, which makes these desirable snacks for the deer,
especially in late winter. The shelters also discourage the bucks from rubbing the trees. In addition to deer protection, the shelters
also increase growth significantly.

In the spring of 2018, American Plum were planted in several areas of the farm, and in just one growing season those that were shel-
tered have outperformed the unsheltered ones by at least a four to one ratio. The faster the trees grow the quicker they will produce
mast for wildlife feed. There has also been a significant reduction in damage caused by moles, voles, mice and rabbits. While these
small animals typically won't eat the tree, they will strip the bark to eat, which in turn essentially strangles the trees.

This landowner in particular has seen, and continues to see, the value in tree shelters. In addition to increased growth rates, deer
protection, and other animal protection, shelters have also greatly reduced the labor needed to control weeds around his trees.

We are also excited to announce that we were able to place a bulk order this year and reduce costs for our customers. With this bulk
order we have minimized the sizes that we are offering in order to maximize savings. This year we are only offering the 5" shelters,
which we are able to offer at the same price as the 3' shelters last year.

Tree shelters can be picked up during tree seedling pickup. Orders of 50 or more shelters, we are
offering a discount to $10 per shelter.

Sheltered Tree

Bur Oaks planted within 50’ of each
other on a farm in northern Musk-
ingum County. The tree on the left
was placed in a shelter at that time,
while the one on the right was not.
The one on the left has grown out of
the top of the 5 tall shelter and is well
on its way to the & mark while the one
on the right just barely reaches the 1’

|
| Name:

: Address:

Shelter

Five Foot

| City: — — State: Zip:

I Phone: Cell: Total Amount Due $ I
Please make checks payable to: MISWCD |

I To order by credit card, please stop by the office or order on-line. An additional 4% service fee will be charged to credit card I

| orders placed online or at the office. Credit card orders will not be accepted through the mail or on the phone.
I




CHECK OUT WHAT'S
NEW FOR 2025

Buttonbush Northern Bayberry
Viburnum Nannyberry

This year the tree seedling sale will again include trees beneficial to pollinators as well as wildlife. There
will be new species that we have not offered before, or it has been a few years since we sold them. These
new species include Buttonbush, Viburnum Nannyberry, and Northern Bayberry.

Buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis, is part of the coffee family and has a tiny flower that blooms all
summer. The Buttonbush provides nectar for a variety of pollinators including skippers and butterflies and
is a larval host for several moths.

Viburnum Nannyberry, Viburnum lentago, is a native plant that provides pollen in the early spring months.
Along with the pollen the Viburnum Nannyberry also provides berries for birds and other wildlife in the fall.

Northern Bayberry, Myrica pensylvanica ‘Bayview', produces a winter persistent fruit and retains its leaves
late in the season, which make it valuable for food and shelter for wildlife. The Bayberry also provides
food and shelter for beneficial insects. The berries are considered toxic to humans, but eaten by a variety
of birds including turkeys, woodpeckers, and numerous songbirds.

The pollinator value of these trees comes with flowers that also provide aesthetic values. All these species
have flower blooms that appear in the spring and lead to berries in the late summer, fall and even into
winter with a few of the species. This provides aesthetic value throughout a large portion of the year.
Several of these shrubs can also provide excellent screening properties, which can provide visual or wind
breaks.

These species also make great wildlife buffers along the edges of woods. Planting these small trees and
shrubs creates a buffer effect as well as some transitional habitat from mature woods to open field. This
transitional habitat plays a huge role in providing space for wildlife to hide from predators. All of these
trees and shrubs produce seeds or berries that are consumed by wildlife including song birds, turkeys,
small mammals and deer.

It is with a heavy heart that we announce the departure of our Forestry and

Wildlife Specialist, Robert Boehle. On January 10, 2025, he will be leaving

us to pursue new opportunities with the Ohio Division of Forestry. We wish MM
him all the best in his new role.




urbangreens.

A program of Muskingum Soil & Water Conservation Dlstm:l

On October 26, Marshall Greens
Garden hosted the first annual end |
of season Harvest Party to

recognize leaders in the 2024
Garden Olympics, honor notable
volunteer hours, and celebrate all
partners, participants, and

volunteers of the Urban Greens
program. With the help of seasonal ggnmmn
garden coordinators, a youth B
gardener sponsored by The

Eagles, and 200 volunteers (with
1,208.75 volunteer hours), the i
Urban Greens program was able to
donate ~13,184 Ibs. of produce to
the community, most of which went

the county. Other untracked
produce was harvested directly

from our sites by community
members themselves to use as
needed. We're thrilled to see more §
folks in our community out in the
gardens, learning to grow and
prepare fresh produce and reaping
the benefits of healthy soil!

Please Welcome LaTrell Davis, AmeriCorps VIS TA Member

Hi, I'm LaTrell Davis, joining the Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation
District team. Originally from Middletown, Ohio, | live with my fiancé,
Autumn, and our two children, Abishai (2) and Ashaiya (4 months) in
Zanesville. I'm pursuing a Master’s in Occupational Therapy and coach
wrestling at Muskingum University. | enjoy outdoor activities, woodworking,
and spending time with family.

My passions include mental health, community engagement, and helping
others enhance their occupational performance. | aim to help people lead
meaningful lives and improve their quality of life. As a volunteer AmeriCorps
Vista member, I'm grateful for the chance to positively impact this
community.




2025 FARMLAND PRESERVATION

The Clean Ohio Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP) provides funding to assist landowners and communities in
preserving Ohio's farmland, our most vital resource. The program purchases agricultural easements from landowners who volunteer to
keep their land in agricultural production in perpetuity. In 2013, the program was changed to the Local Agricultural Easement Purchase
Program (LAEPP) to reflect the increased role of the Ohio Department of Agriculture's (ODA) local sponsors in farmland preservation:
counties, cities, townships, Soil and Water Conservation Districts and land trusts.

Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District is a local sponsor. Please look on our website, www.muskingumswed.org, for our intent
to apply form and more information regarding this program. Also, check out Ohio Department of Agriculture Website,
hitps://agri.ohio.gov/programs/farmland-preservation-office.

If you are interested in applying or learning more about the program, please call Melissa Devore to schedule an appointment on January
10th or 15th.

@ www.muskingumswcd.org/Events/ ‘. 740-454-2027

MUSKINGUM SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

SUMMER

SCHOLARSHIP
INTERNS NEEDED

First, we are looking for up to three Volunteer Interns to assist MSWCD staff with a variety of projects and programs. Activities might include, but are not
limited to, agriculture field visits, forestry management visits and plan creation, wildlife habitat establishment, water quality monitoring, soil sampling,
pollinator plantings, youth camps, educational events, urban agriculture, and more. To be eligible, students must be high school graduates and in
college. Those interested are required to fill out an application, and submit a resume and short essay. Students must be able to pass a criminal
background check. Students in agriculture, environmental, and/or natural resources management are encouraged to apply.

While these are volunteer internships, there is a scholarship opportunity available. The MSWCD Board has approved granting, at a minimum, a $1,000
scholarship to each Volunteer Intern who successfully meets the requirements and standards for the position and completes the minimum required
hours (100 hours within 10 weeks). Students will receive the scholarship check to spend on their educational needs as they see fit. A copy of the
student's 2025 fall college class schedule will be required for college enrollment verification. If a student's school requires more than 100 hours for an
internship, that can be obtained as well.

The second internship opportunity is funded through the MSWCD and the Muskingum County Auditor’s office and is a paid part-time position, lasting 10-
12 weeks (total number of hours yet to be determined). This intern will assist our Forestry/Wildlife Specialist with forestry inspections and plans. To be
eligible, students must be high school graduates and in college majoring in forestry or an environmental or conservation science field. Must be able to
pass a criminal background check and a driving record check and be insurable to drive a District vehicle.

All Internship positions are flexible as to what days/hours must be worked, as long as the required hours are obtained within 10-12 weeks. To be
considered for either of the internship opportunities, the application, resume and essay must be submitted by March 14, 2025. Applicants will be
contacted for phone interviews before the end of March. For more information about the internships, please contact lisa.crock@muskngumswed.org or
call 740-454-2027. Applications are available online.

@ www.muskingumswcd.org R, 740-454-2027
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IN PERSON AND ON ZOOM

Join us for some food, fellowship, and farming information
that can impact your bottom line! Visit our website for more
information and to register at
www.muskingumswed.org/Events/.

JANUARY 7TH FEBRUARY 21ST MARGH Z13T
fz00PM-200 i [ 1200 pM - 200 pm [ 1200 PM - Z00PM

February’s speaker will be Dr. Manbir Rakkar,
Assistant Professor of Soil Fertility, OSU

In Person - Meeting Room, Rural Service Building
225 Underwood Street, Zanesville, Ohio 43701

In person Registration is required due to limited space. Register by
calling 740-454-2027 or on-line at muskingumswcd.org/Events/

VANSLACK@MUSKINGUMSWCDORG R, 740-454-2027 & www.MUsKINGUMSWCD.ORG

Muskingum SWCD is an equal opportunity employer.
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[ ARMING. AFTER DARK.

Finding a Better Way

Join us on ZOOM for the 2025
Farming After Dark episodes.

Check out our website at www.muskingumswecd.org/Events/
for more information and how to register.

Episode 1 - January 15, 2025, 7:30 PM
The speaker will be Joel Salatin of Poly Face Farms. Joel is a sought after

speaker, author, farmer, and innovator to name a few of his gifts. Join us to
kick off the new year!

Episocde 2 - February 19, 2025, 7:30 PM - Topic TBD

Episode 3 - March 19, 2025, 7:30 PM - Topic TBD

% van.slack@muskingumswed.org & 740-454-2027 6_! www.muskingumswed.org

Muskingum SWCD is an equal opportunity employer.
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2024 DROUGHT ‘ 3 ‘Ziﬁ

MANAGING PASTURES THROUGH THE DROUG?:H'\\ \ \
AND PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE "Hjis,

A . N

N

The extreme drought of 2024 took its toll on hay and pasture fields
across much of Ohio. Many producers were forced to make difficult
decisions and take a hard look at their operations. As we move into
winter, it is time for producers to start planning for the next year. In this
workshop, we'll discuss pasture management and opportunities for
producers to improve or enhance their operations that will help them
withstand extreme and unexpected weather conditions.

DATE : JANUARY 23, 2025
TIME: 6:30PM
LOCATION: RURAL SERVICE BUILDING
225 UNDERWOOD STREET
ZANESVILLE, OH 43701
740-454-2027
www:muskingumswed.org/events/ RSVP

AGENDA: -_—

* Grazing Management Strategies - Jarrod Hittle, ODA-DSWC
* Developing a Grazing System - Bob Hendershot, ODA-DSWC
* Cost Share Assistance - Melissa Devore, Muskingum SWCD

Conservation District

% Department of ) )
Agricu lture Musklngun:l So:[‘ an‘d Water
—r

Muskingum SWCD is an equal opportunity employer.

2025 GRAZING EVENT DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

February 27th
March 27th
April 24th

FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE

ROUNDTABLE
“Building Forest Roads and Trails that Stand
the Test of Time”

Thursday, February 13, 2025
at 6:00 PM ViaZOOM
Join Muskingum SWCD as we welcome Bob Mulligan, Forest
Hydrology Manager with the ODNR Division of Forestry, to discuss
building roads and trails. He will cover things like proper layout,
water management and stream crossings.

Join us to learn how to manage roads and trails to ensure stability
and access in the long term.

Visit our website at www.muskingumswecd.org/Events/ for more
information and to register.




Upcoming Conservation Program Application Deadlines

January 31, 2025 is the application signup deadline for applying for the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). EQIP is the federal financial assistance program
that helps to get needed conservation practices applied on the land. CSP is 5-year contract geared toward enhancing
the management of different land uses. For more information or to apply, stop by the office, 225 Underwood Street,
Suite 100 or call us at 740-454-2767 Ext. 3.

Please Welcome Karen to Southeastern Ohio!

Karen Simpson-Reyes recently joined the Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS) as
the new Resource Conservationist for the NRCS Area 3 Office here in Southeastern Ohio. She
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Agronomy from the University of Puerto Rico in 2020.
Since joining the NRCS in 2021, Karen has worked as a Soil Conservationist in Northwest Ohio.
In April of 2024, she advanced to her current role as a Resource Conservationist, specializing in
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for 16 counties. She will be working with Lori, Dee
and Jencel in Muskingum and Morgan Counties. Karen is passionate about her work, learning
from farmers, and exploring new places. When you meet Karen in the office or out in the field,
please join us in welcoming her to the beautiful hills and friendly people here in Southeastern
Ohio!

A Note of Thanks from Lori Ryan-Griffin

As of January 10, 2025, | plan to retire from my 31-year Federal career. | spent the first two years of my career
working as an Inland Fisheries Peace Corps Volunteer in the Central African Republic. The remaining years, | spent
working as a Soil Conservationist, temporary employee and District Conservationist for the Soil Conservation Service
and the Natural Resources Conservation Service in Muskingum and Morgan Counties.

It has been my privilege to work with many wonderful farmers, landowners and co-workers since | started my career
with the SCS/NRCS in 1987. | want to say “Thank you” to those of you with whom | have worked over the years.
Thank you for sharing with me the challenges, goals, and dreams you have for your farming operations and
properties. Thank you for trusting me to provide you with friendly, sound conservation technical assistance and
federal program assistance. Thank you also for all that YOU taught me as well. | have learned much from my
customers!

An Acting District Conservationist will be appointed until a permanent District Conservationist is selected. You remain
in good hands, though, with the excellent NRCS team we already have in place to serve both counties!

For Muskingum County, your primary NRCS contact will be Jencel Rodriguez-Cruz, Resource Conservationist.
Hopefully you have already had the chance to meet Jencel or to speak with him this past year at our Zanesville
NRCS Office. Jencel may be reached at 740-454-2767 Extn 3 or at jencel.rodriguezcruz@usda.gov.

For Morgan County, your primary NRCS contact will continue to be Dee Wiseman, Soil Conservation Technician. Dee
usually works out of Morgan, so she may be reached through the Morgan SWCD Office at 740-962-4234 or at
dee.wiseman@usda.gov.

Thanks again for allowing me to work with you and to serve you. It has been my pleasure! | look forward to crossing
paths with you again at a County Fair, a Field Day, or maybe even at the grocery store. May God bless you!

Lori Ryan-Giriffin
NRCS District Conservationist, Muskingum & Morgan Counties
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Al H. Wilson
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For The Service You Deserve 010£ Tow"

We sall it ALL
Phone # 740-607-4750

’ 2408 Maple Ave.
alwilsonrealtor@gmail.com  Zanesville, Ohio 43701

www.al-wilson.com = B ys

GUERNSEY-MUSKINGUM
f ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.
YmTuﬂm:Enzrgy’&u\p:mmg_

800-521-9879

WWW. gmenergy.com

We believe in growing
more than crops.

Produce a new legacy with us.
Right here in our community,

The Muskingum County Community Foundation
The Straker Building
534 Putnam Avenue
Zanesville. OH 43701
T40-453-5192
www.mecflegacy.crg

We help rural residents
build, farms grow and
businesses expand

FARMERS
CRED|T. % rmMCREDIT

MDA E R ICA

8971 Whitaker Road, Cambridge, OH 43725

(888)713-7293

willersport Agri Servjca

The Hoover Family
Agricultural Equipment + Grain Storage
Handling & Drying Systems
10221 Lancaster, Newark Rd., Millersport, OH 43046

www.millersportagriservice.com (740)467-2424

te F-‘arnil owner -

740-404-2T43. Fiilly lnsured

Thank You!

We Would Like to Thank Our Sponsors

Zanesville
(740) 450-7446

l] . s =
Community

=2Bank

740,454 1600
TheComBank.com

E3 W [ B vl

2 Park

NATIONAL BANK

I
Richard T eisinger, Ouner

740-787-1260

Cell Phone: (74::}319-1?24
nicteisBeokimbaes or com .
Residensinl Cormmeecinl
Berrpr | k Hoes Dump Trucks  Shif o,

EXCAVATING ro. | Gk Dowers

HOPEWELL. OHIO Basements # Driveways # Springs

101285 Went Pl Bogemell, (hio 43745 Sewer & Sejti-: Systems # Dra.inaz\'.rnrt

7\ FULMER

INSURANCE AGENCY

u

LEE BROWN
INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

740-450-0001

lee@leebrowninsurance.com

Since 2000

Specializing in Forestry Mgt.
Select cut, Tree Trimming, Power
line and fence row clearing, land

clearing,

The SWCD and NRCS prohibit discrimination in any program activity or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, retaliation, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, or genetic information. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication (Braille, large print, etc,) or who

need special accommodations for meetings should contact the SWCD office at (740) 454-2027.
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[mVis\ Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District

‘ ‘ 225 Underwood Street, Suite 100

RO Zanesville, OH 43701

Return Service Requested

Board of Supervisors:

Larry Daniels, Member

Lance Deal, Secretary

Doug McConnell, Chairperson

Mark Sterling, V. Chairperson

Mark Weiser, Treasurer/Fiscal Agent

District Personnel:

Robert Boehle

Lisa Crock

Melissa Devore

Doreen Maurer

Van Slack

Betsy Rosser

LaTrell Davis,

AmeriCorps VISTA Member

NRCS Personnel:

Lori Ryan-Griffin
Jencel Rodriguez-Cruz
Dee Wiseman

Save the ate

U @

g 2 e
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Board Meeting

Board Meeting 01/14 Farming After Dark 02/19
Mid-Day News 01/14 Pizza, Pop, & Profit 02/21
Pizza, Pop, & Profit 01/17 Conservation Craft Night 02/25
Office Closed - MLK Jr. Day 01/20 Grazing Event 02/27
WHIZ Radio 01/21 Board Meeting 03/11
Farming After Dark 01/22 Mid-Day News 03/11
Grazing Event 01/23 WHIZ Radio 03/18
Mid-Day News 01/28 Farming After Dark 03/19
Board Meeting 02/11 Pizza, Pop, & Profit 03/21
Mid-Day News 02/11 Mid-Day News 03/21
Forestry and Wildlife Roundtable 02/13 Grazing Event 03/27
Office Closed - Presidents’ Day 02/17 Mid-Day News 03/31
WHIZ Radio 02/18 04/08




