
The 80th Annual Celebration of Conservation Meeting and Banquet was held on November 7, 2024,
at Lindsley’s Banquet Barn in Dresden, Ohio. Van Slack acted as the Master of Ceremonies,
warmly welcoming the guests and introducing distinguished attendees, including local officials and
conservation representatives. The evening featured a buffet dinner catered by Doug Lindsley,
complemented by an invocation led by Dorothy Montgomery. A total of 90 individuals were in
attendance.
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Scholarship recipients were recognized, along with the families in attendance who
represent Ohio Historic Family Farms. Election results were shared, confirming the re-
election of Mark Weiser and Mark Sterling for three-year terms beginning in 2025. Thank
you, Rod McDaniel, for your candidacy for supervisor. We value your commitment to
preserving our natural resources.

Christie Suchora from the USDA delivered a presentation on drought programs, followed by guest
speaker Greg Burns from Nature's Image Farm, who provided valuable life lessons learned from
beekeeping. Awards were presented across various categories.

 Supervisors and Staff 

From Left to Right

Front Row: Van Slack and 

LaTrell Davis, AmeriCorps VISTA Member
Middle Row: Betsy Rosser, Lisa Crock,
Melissa Devore, Abriana Newsom, and Doreen
Maurer 
Back Row: *Mark Sterling, *Mark Weiser,
Robert Boehle, *Lance Deal and *Doug
McConnell 
Not Pictured *Larry Daniels 

*Indicates Supervisors
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RESOURCE CONSERVATION AWARD RECIPENTS NOT PICTURED                               

Ag Award: Dr. Henry Anton Peller Friends of Conservation Award:  Team Home Depot
                                                          Jay and Lori Wince 

Ohio Department of Agriculture

 Ohio Historical Family Farms Recognized

Left to Right

Lisa Crock - Myers Family Farm - Established 1871

Keith and Joyce Dilley - Dilley Family Farm - Established 1865

Dorothy Montgomery - Culbertson/Montgomery Family Farm - Established 1857 

John, Cindi, and Kevin Quinn - Wilson Family Farm - Established 1910
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This year the tree seedling sale will again include trees beneficial to pollinators as well as wildlife. There
will be new species that we have not offered before, or it has been a few years since we sold them. These
new species include Buttonbush, Viburnum Nannyberry, and Northern Bayberry.

Buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis, is part of the coffee family and has a tiny flower that blooms all
summer. The Buttonbush provides nectar for a variety of pollinators including skippers and butterflies and
is a larval host for several moths. 
 
Viburnum Nannyberry, Viburnum lentago, is a native plant that provides pollen in the early spring months.
Along with the pollen the Viburnum Nannyberry also provides berries for birds and other wildlife in the fall.
 
Northern Bayberry, Myrica pensylvanica 'Bayview', produces a winter persistent fruit and retains its leaves
late in the season, which make it valuable for food and shelter for wildlife. The Bayberry also provides
food and shelter for beneficial insects. The berries are considered toxic to humans, but eaten by a variety
of birds including turkeys, woodpeckers, and numerous songbirds.
 
The pollinator value of these trees comes with flowers that also provide aesthetic values. All these species
have flower blooms that appear in the spring and lead to berries in the late summer, fall and even into
winter with a few of the species. This provides aesthetic value throughout a large portion of the year.
Several of these shrubs can also provide excellent screening properties, which can provide visual or wind
breaks. 

These species also make great wildlife buffers along the edges of woods. Planting these small trees and
shrubs creates a buffer effect as well as some transitional habitat from mature woods to open field. This
transitional habitat plays a huge role in providing space for wildlife to hide from predators. All of these
trees and shrubs produce seeds or berries that are consumed by wildlife including song birds, turkeys,
small mammals and deer. 
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Buttonbush

Viburnum  Nannyberry

Northern Bayberry

It is with a heavy heart that we announce the departure of our Forestry and
Wildlife Specialist, Robert Boehle. On January 10, 2025, he will be leaving
us to pursue new opportunities with the Ohio Division of Forestry. We wish
him all the best in his new role. 
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On October 26, Marshall Greens
Garden hosted the first annual end
of season Harvest Party to
recognize leaders in the 2024
Garden Olympics, honor notable
volunteer hours, and celebrate all
partners, participants, and
volunteers of the Urban Greens
program. With the help of seasonal
garden coordinators, a youth
gardener sponsored by The
Eagles, and 200 volunteers (with
1,208.75 volunteer hours), the
Urban Greens program was able to
donate ~13,184 lbs. of produce to
the community, most of which went
to food pantries in need throughout
the county. Other untracked
produce was harvested directly
from our sites by community
members themselves to use as
needed. We're thrilled to see more
folks in our community out in the
gardens, learning to grow and
prepare fresh produce and reaping
the benefits of healthy soil!

Hi, I'm LaTrell Davis, joining the Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation
District team. Originally from Middletown, Ohio, I live with my fiancé,
Autumn, and our two children, Abishai (2) and Ashaiya (4 months) in
Zanesville. I'm pursuing a Master’s in Occupational Therapy and coach
wrestling at Muskingum University. I enjoy outdoor activities, woodworking,
and spending time with family.

My passions include mental health, community engagement, and helping
others enhance their occupational performance. I aim to help people lead
meaningful lives and improve their quality of life. As a volunteer AmeriCorps
Vista member, I'm grateful for the chance to positively impact this
community.

Please Welcome LaTrell Davis, AmeriCorps VISTA Member
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Karen Simpson-Reyes recently joined the Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS) as
the new Resource Conservationist for the NRCS Area 3 Office here in Southeastern Ohio. She
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Agronomy from the University of Puerto Rico in 2020.
Since joining the NRCS in 2021, Karen has worked as a Soil Conservationist in Northwest Ohio.
In April of 2024, she advanced to her current role as a Resource Conservationist, specializing in
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for 16 counties. She will be working with Lori, Dee
and Jencel in Muskingum and Morgan Counties. Karen is passionate about her work, learning
from farmers, and exploring new places. When you meet Karen in the office or out in the field,
please join us in welcoming her to the beautiful hills and friendly people here in Southeastern
Ohio!

Please Welcome Karen to Southeastern Ohio!

A Note of Thanks from Lori Ryan-Griffin
 
As of January 10, 2025, I plan to retire from my 31-year Federal career. I spent the first two years of my career
working as an Inland Fisheries Peace Corps Volunteer in the Central African Republic. The remaining years, I spent
working as a Soil Conservationist, temporary employee and District Conservationist for the Soil Conservation Service
and the Natural Resources Conservation Service in Muskingum and Morgan Counties. 
 
It has been my privilege to work with many wonderful farmers, landowners and co-workers since I started my career
with the SCS/NRCS in 1987. I want to say “Thank you” to those of you with whom I have worked over the years.
Thank you for sharing with me the challenges, goals, and dreams you have for your farming operations and
properties. Thank you for trusting me to provide you with friendly, sound conservation technical assistance and
federal program assistance. Thank you also for all that YOU taught me as well. I have learned much from my
customers!
 
An Acting District Conservationist will be appointed until a permanent District Conservationist is selected. You remain
in good hands, though, with the excellent NRCS team we already have in place to serve both counties! 
 
For Muskingum County, your primary NRCS contact will be Jencel Rodriguez-Cruz, Resource Conservationist.
Hopefully you have already had the chance to meet Jencel or to speak with him this past year at our Zanesville
NRCS Office. Jencel may be reached at 740-454-2767 Extn 3 or at jencel.rodriguezcruz@usda.gov. 
 
For Morgan County, your primary NRCS contact will continue to be Dee Wiseman, Soil Conservation Technician. Dee
usually works out of Morgan, so she may be reached through the Morgan SWCD Office at 740-962-4234 or at
dee.wiseman@usda.gov. 
 
Thanks again for allowing me to work with you and to serve you. It has been my pleasure! I look forward to crossing
paths with you again at a County Fair, a Field Day, or maybe even at the grocery store. May God bless you!
 
Lori Ryan-Griffin
NRCS District Conservationist, Muskingum & Morgan Counties

Upcoming Conservation Program Application Deadlines

January 31, 2025 is the application signup deadline for applying for the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). EQIP is the federal financial assistance program
that helps to get needed conservation practices applied on the land. CSP is 5-year contract geared toward enhancing
the management of different land uses. For more information or to apply, stop by the office, 225 Underwood Street,
Suite 100 or call us at 740-454-2767 Ext. 3. 
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The SWCD and NRCS prohibit discrimination in any program activity or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, retaliation, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status, or genetic information. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication (Braille, large print, etc,) or who
need special accommodations for meetings should contact the SWCD office at (740) 454-2027.
 

W
e 

W
ou

ld
 L

ik
e 

to
 T

h
an

k
 O

u
r 

S
p

on
so

rs



12

Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District 
225 Underwood Street, Suite 100
Zanesville, OH 43701

Return Service Requested

Board of Supervisors:

Larry Daniels, Member 
Lance Deal, Secretary
Doug McConnell, Chairperson
Mark Sterling, V. Chairperson
Mark Weiser, Treasurer/Fiscal Agent

District Personnel:

Robert Boehle
Lisa Crock
Melissa Devore
Doreen Maurer
Van Slack 
Betsy Rosser
LaTrell Davis, 
AmeriCorps VISTA Member

NRCS Personnel:

Lori Ryan-Griffin 
Jencel Rodriguez-Cruz
Dee Wiseman 

Board Meeting 01/14

Mid-Day News

Office Closed - MLK Jr. Day 

WHIZ Radio

Farming After Dark 

Grazing Event 

Pizza, Pop, & Profit

Mid-Day News

Board Meeting 

Mid-Day News

Conservation Craft Night 

Grazing Event 

Office Closed - Presidents’ Day

01/14

01/20

01/21

01/22 
01/23

01/17

01/28

02/11
02/11

02/25

02/27

02/17

02/18WHIZ Radio 

Forestry and Wildlife Roundtable 02/13 

Farming After Dark 02/19

02/21Pizza, Pop, & Profit

Board Meeting 03/11

Mid-Day News 03/11

WHIZ Radio 03/18

Farming After Dark 03/19

Pizza, Pop, & Profit 03/21

Mid-Day News 03/21

Grazing Event 03/27

Mid-Day News 03/31

Board Meeting 04/08S
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